Community  resources 

Follow  us  on  Twitter  Check  our  Reddit  Twitter  this  Digs  this  page  Contact  us  on  IRC 
courage  is  contagious 

Viewing  cable  09STATE41013,  S/NF)  COLOMBIAN  MILITARY  TOPICS  (C-AL9- 
00777) 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to 
discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent, 
and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes 
information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject, 
references  to  other  cables  (browse  by  origin  to  find  them)  or  additional  comment.  This  is  followed 
by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article 
as  reference. 


Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference 
number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also  possible  by  copying  the  appropriate 
link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like 
Twitter  with  the  hash  tags  #cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #09STATE41013. 
Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 
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Classified  By:  SUZANNE  MCCORMICK,  DIR.,  INR/OPS.  REASON:  1.4(C). 


11.  (S/NF)  WASHINGTON  ANALYSTS  APPRECIATE  POST'S  EFFORTS  TO 
PROVIDE  INSIGHT  INTO  COLOMBIAN  AND  FARC  MILITARY  AND  SECURITY 
ISSUES.  MANY  OF  THE  REPORTS  RECEIVED  HAVE  BEEN  USED  IN 
ANALYTICAL  PIECES  AND  HAVE  HELPED  TO  FURTHER  ANALYSTS'  AND 
POLICYMAKERS ' UNDERSTANDING  OF  KEY  MILITARY  AND  SECURITY 
ISSUES  IN  COLOMBIA.  AS  TIME  AND  RESOURCES  PERMIT,  ANALYSTS 
WOULD  GREATLY  APPRECIATE  FURTHER  REPORTING  ON  COLOMBIAN 
MILITARY  PLANS  AND  PRECEPTS. 

IA.  (S/NF)  HOW  IS  THE  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  COLOMBIA  AND 
ISRAEL?  IS  COLOMBIA  SEEKING  ADDITIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (MATERIEL 
AND  TRAINING)  FROM  ISRAEL?  WHAT  IS  THE  STATUS  OF  COLOMBIAN 
WEAPONS  PROCUREMENTS  FROM  ISRAEL?  IS  COLOMBIA  REACHING  OUT  TO 
ANY  OTHER  COUNTRIES  FOR  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE?  IF  SO,  WHICH 
COUNTRIES  AND  WHAT  ARE  THEY  LOOKING  TO  GAIN  FROM  THEM?  AT 
WHAT  PRICE  MIGHT  THIS  ASSISTANCE  COME? 

IB.  (S/NF)  WHAT  PROGRESS  HAS  COLOMBIA  MADE  REGARDING  HUMAN 
RIGHTS?  HOW  HAVE  THE  RECENT  NEW  HUMAN  RIGHTS  INITIATIVES 
BEEN  RECEIVED  BY  THE  RANK  AND  FILE  CADRE?  DOES  THE  MILITARY 
FEEL  WARY  ABOUT  CONDUCTING  OPERATIONS  FOR  FEAR  THEY  WILL  BE 
BROUGHT  UP  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  CHARGES?  HOW  ARE  THEY 
COMPENSATING  FOR  THAT?  WHAT  SPECIFIC  ACTIONS  IS  THE  COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT  TAKING  TO  ROOT  OUT  HUMAN  RIGHTS  ABUSE?  ARE  THERE 
SPECIFIC  SENIOR  OFFICERS  WHO  ARE  PERCEIVED  AS  RESISTING  OR 
ASSISTING  THESE  EFFORTS?  HAVE  EXTRAJUDICIAL  EXECUTIONS 
INCREASED  OR  DECREASED  IN  THE  AFTERMATH  OF  THE  SOACHA 
SCANDAL?  ARE  THERE  NEW  MANIFESTATIONS  OF  EJES  BEYOND  "FALSE 
POSITIVES,"  SUCH  AS  ENFORCED  DISAPPEARANCES? 

IC.  (S/NF)  WHAT  IS  THE  STATUS  OF  ARMY  COMMADER  GONZALEZ? 
WHAT  IS  HIS  RELATIONSHIP  WITH  URIBE,  MINISTER  OF  DEFENSE 
SANTOS,  AND  OTHER  SENIOR  MILITARY  OFFICIALS?  HOW  IS  HE 
PERCEIVED  BY  THE  RANK  AND  FILE?  HOW  LONG  DOES  HE  EXPECT  TO 
HAVE  HIS  POSITION?  ARE  THERE  ANY  CANDIDATES  SLOTTED  TO 
REPLACE  HIM?  ARE  THERE  PLANS  IN  THE  WORKS  TO  ORCHESTRATE  HIS 
OUSTER?  HOW  MUCH  LONGER  DOES  DEFENSE  MINISTER  SANTOS  PLAN  TO 
STAY  IN  OFFICE?  WHO  IS  URIBE  LIKELY  TO  CHOOSE  AS  SANTOS' 
SUCCESSOR?  DOES  SANTOS  HAVE  A PREFERRED  SUCCESSOR?  IF  SO, 
WHO  AND  WHY?  DO  THE  VICE  MINISTERS  OF  DEFENSE  PLAN  TO  STAY 
ON  AFTER  SANTOS  LEAVES?  IF  NOT  WHY,  AND  WHAT  ARE  THEIR 
FUTURE  PLANS?  WHAT  WOULD  URIBE'S  LIKELY  REACTION  BE  TO 
EXTERNAL  PRESSURE  TO  REPLACE  GONZALEZ  PENA?  HOW  WILL  THE 
DEPARTURE  OF  MINISTER  SANTOS  IMPACT  THE  MINISTRY'S  HUMAN 
RIGHTS  PERFORMANCE? 

12.  (U)  PLEASE  CITE  C-AL9-00777  IN  THE  SUBJECT  LINE  OF 
REPORTING  IN  RESPONSE  TO  THE  ABOVE  QUESTIONS. 
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